Trichinella spiralis: the effect of specific antibody on muscle larvae in the small intestines of weaned rats.
Weaned rats were passively immunized with rat IgG2c monoclonal antibodies previously shown to protect infant rats against challenge with Trichinella spiralis. Although the antibodies did not protect rats against infection, the course of larval establishment in the intestine was altered in a way that has not been described previously. Specifically, larvae that invaded the epithelium were inhibited from migrating from intestinal tissue into saline during the standard recovery procedure. The inhibition was reversed at a time coincident with the first moult. Whole serum from infected rats had a similar effect. These results show that specific antibodies influence T. spiralis larvae in the intestinal epithelium, yet fail to effect their expulsion from adult rats.